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Parish News
April 5, 2024
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Parish Schedule

 
Mass Times

Monday to Saturday: 9 am

Wednesday: 7 pm 

Saturday: 5 pm, 7 pm (Spanish)

Sunday: 9 am, 11 am and 7 pm

Confession Times

Fridays: 9:30 am (after morning Mass)

Saturdays: 1 pm - 2 pm (Fr. Joe) / 2 pm - 3 pm (Fr. David)

6 pm - 6:45 pm (Spanish)

Confessions are also available by appointment (English only)

 

Contact us

Parish Office hours: Monday to Friday 9:30 am - 4:00 pm

(Lunch break 1:00pm - 1:30pm)

403-251-3381 / info@holyspiritparish.net

Pastor: Fr. David Meadows

** 403-510-9906

fr.david@holyspiritparish.net

Assoc. Pastor: Fr. Joe

** 403- 479-1019

jostomk@gmail.com

Deacon Paul Heffernan

** 403-874-8858

paul.heffernan@calgarydiocese.ca

April Mass Intentions
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Deacon Alex Martinez

** 587-894-5314

deaconalex@holyspiritparish.net

Deacon Carlos Lozano

** 403-606-7822

deaconcarlos@holyspiritparish.net

** Emergency only **
Please call Parish Office for inquiries.

From the desk of Fr. David
 
 

The feast of Divine Mercy is a new feast in the Catholic Church. It was declared
Divine Mercy Sunday by St John Paul II in the year 2000. At the same
celebration  he declared St. Faustina to be a saint, the first saint of the new
millennium.

St. Faustina is the saint who received numerous visions of Jesus as the Divine
Mercy. She  was a religious sister in Poland who received these visions
beginning in 1931.

Sister Faustina was born August 25, 1905 in Glogowiec, Poland. She entered
the Congregation of the Sisters of Mercy in Warsaw in 1924. St. Faustina was
instructed to keep a diary of all her mystical experiences. The diary eventually
was published as a book entitled "Divine Mercy in my Soul."

Jesus appeared to St. Faustina and instructed her to have some artists paint
some images of Divine Mercy. The famous first image is today in the Church of
St. Michael Archangel in Vilnius, Lithuania. The second famous image is today
at the Shrine of Divine Mercy in Cracow, Poland.

Sister Faustina lived in a number of convents of her congregation in Poland and
Lithuania. Until 1939 parts of Lithuania were in Poland.

Jesus informed Sister Faustina of His desire to have a feast declared in honor

of His Divine Mercy on the 2nd  Sunday of Easter. Under the direction of her
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spiritual director, Fr. Sopocko, she was to keep a diary of all her mystical
communications. Sister Faustina only had 3 years of formal education. Her
diary was written down in a number  of little notebooks, often without
punctuation or proper grammar or spelling. Sister Faustina died October 5,
1938 at the age of 33.

In the 1950's copies of the diary were quickly made and translated into Italian
and released to the public. Many complaints arose about its content and Rome
banned the diary from being promoted in 1958. For the next 20 years the book
was banned.   During this time the bishop of the diocese of Cracow, Cardinal
Karol Wojtyla, worked for many years to have the ban lifted. In early 1978 the
ban was finally lifted, and on October 16 of the same year, Cardinal Wojtyla
was elected pope; Pope John Paul II.

In the year 2000, Pope John Paul II declared Divine Mercy Sunday (the

2nd Sunday of Easter) to be a new feast for the entire Roman Catholic Church.

On August 17, 2002 (just days after World Youth Day in Toronto) at the new
basilica of Divine Mercy in Cracow Pope John Paul II entrusted the whole world
to Divine Mercy.

“Preach the Truth as if you had a million voices.

It is silence that kills the world.”

St. Catherine of Siena

Happy Easter!
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Wishing the Easter season fills all of you with the love and mercy of our risen
Lord.

Thank you to all our volunteers who put the time and effort during the Holy
Week, all the celebrations were flawless and our church looked beautiful, we
couldn't have done it without you.

Thank you all!
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This year, 2024 we celebrate 50 years as a parish!

The parish began in 1974 at St Benedict School. Holy Spirit Church opened in
1988.

On Pentecost Sunday this year, May 19, we will begin a year of parish
celebrations. Bishop William McGrattan will be here on Sunday May 19 at the
11 am Mass to commence this special year.

Soon we will be giving the parishioners more information on the Parish
Renewal Program in the Diocese of Calgary and also in the parish. A number of
special events will soon be announced. 

40 Hours Devotion at Holy Spirit - April 5 - 6
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In the Gospel, Jesus tells us to pray for vocations: “The harvest is plentiful, but
the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out
labourers into his harvest” (Matt. 9:37-38).

Come and pray with us at the upcoming 40 Hours Devotion for Vocations:

Adoration will begin on  Friday,  April 5  at 7 am and will close with
Benediction on Saturday, April 6 at 11 pm.

 
Please note that there will be no overnight Eucharistic Adoration on April
6/7 due to the 40 hours Eucharistic Adoration.
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Divine Mercy Sunday is celebrated on the Second Sunday of Easter.
This Sunday April 7, we will have a Holy Hour in the Church from 3 pm - 4
pm.
Included will be the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Divine Praises, Adoration,
Reflection and Benediction.
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Spring is in the air and CWL is pleased to offer you our Spring Plant Fundraiser
again, featuring high quality bedding plants, hanging baskets, planters, herbs
and veggie plants grown in a Southern Alberta greenhouse. They are available
for purchase online at Growing Smiles until May 10, with pickup on May 25 at
Holy Spirit Parish.
Not only will your purchase be supporting a local greenhouse, it also helps
CWL to continue supporting local and global initiatives, such as Homes for
Heroes, Chalice and scholarships. Thank you for your purchase and support.

To order click on  https://holyspiritcwl.growingsmilesfundraising.com/home
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Jesus told the Apostles to wait and pray following His Ascension. That they
would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them. We also will
prepare for Pentecost following Easter and His glorious Resurrection.
 
Preparing for Pentecost
Four evenings to help us to understand and embrace more fully the graces of
our baptism and confirmation.
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Following the Wednesday 7pm Mass in the Annunciation Chapel:
 
April 17 - I Came that you might have life  Jn.10:10
May 1 - Ask and you will receive. Gifts of the Holy Spirit
May 15 - Releasing the Graces of our Baptism and Confirmation
 
Presenter: Peter Thompson
Peter is a member of Holy Spirit Parish and has served extensively  giving
missions and teaching in many countries primarily Africa.
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The Diocese of Calgary invites individuals who feel called to assist their parish
in a healing ministry. This Pastoral Care Training is designed for those who
wish to support the sick, elderly, dying, homebound, and bereaved members of
their community. Whether you’re a new minister or someone with prior training
in Pastoral Care Ministry, this workshop warmly welcomes you. 

Sessions:  Saturday, April 20th and Saturday, May 4    at  Catholic
Pastoral Centre (120 17 Ave SW) 
Deadline to register: April 15, 2024 
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Register now at catholicyyca.ca/pastoralcare 

In person sales with credit/debit machine available:

April 6 - after 5 pm Mass
April 7 - after 9 am and 11 am Masses

Online purchase is an active program. It is available anytime!

Instructions to purchase grocery cards online 

Randy Saunders is our new Maintenance Coordinator at Holy
Spirit. He is a member of our parish. You may have noticed him
doing odd jobs here and there. Make sure to introduce yourself
and say hello.

Welcome Randy!
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CCCRS prayer meeting is next Thursday April 11 at  Holy Spirit
Parish. Meeting starts at 7 pm.
 
Come join us. All are welcome to worship our Lord and Saviour!

Couples Retreat at St. Luke's Parish - April 13
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This ministry gathers every Thursday morning after morning  mass (around
9:30am). We welcome women of all ages, who are parenting (grandparenting)
children between the ages of 0-5.
Kids learn to make the sign of the cross, praying the responses, offer prayers of
petition and lead the Our Father. We have time for quiet prayer and story for the
children. Fellowship follows in one of the meeting rooms.  This ministry has
been part of Holy Spirit Parish for the past 30 years. If you are at home
Thursday mornings looking after little ones, you may want to grow in your faith
through this ministry.
For more information, please call the parish office at 403-251-3381.
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Read Bishop McGrattan's Easter message as we enter the Easter
season.  "Easter calls us to renew the witness of our faith through the living
testimony of our lives. It calls us to move beyond the tomb of human emptiness
by sharing with conviction the good news of the Resurrection."  Read now

Pope's Prayer Intention for April 2024
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April 2024 Prayer intention: Let us pray that the dignity and worth of women
be recognized in every culture, and for an end to the discrimination they face in
various parts of the world.

Watch the video

Calgary priest to represent Canada in Rome

Congratulations to Fr. Fabio DeSouza, who has been selected as one of
three priests to represent Canada at the World Meeting of Priests in Rome from
April 28 to May 2, 2024.

This selection was made by the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
(CCCB) in response to a request from the Holy See for priests actively

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://youtu.be/OMUs5H_pVFU?si=ChV9B3HTW9HuR0rI
http://eepurl.com/hn4brH
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=9d3b52b8b19e096cc6b443e07&id=2c8da107a3
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=9d3b52b8b19e096cc6b443e07&id=2c8da107a3
javascript:;


promoting synodality at their local parishes. Alongside Fr. DeSouza, the
representatives include Rev. Pierre Ducharme, OFM  from the Archdiocese of
Vancouver and Rev. Daniel Ouellet from the Diocese of Sainte-Anne-de-la-
Pocatière. Let's keep Fr. Fabio and his fellow brother priests in our prayers for a
fruitful meeting that inspires and guides their continued ministry.  Read
statement
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Our Church is facing a crisis of vocations - for both priesthood and religious life.
Together, how can we strengthen the future of the Church?

You are invited to the Diocesan Vocations Rally, co-hosted by the Benedict XVI
Institute of Newman Theological College.  It is an afternoon of formation,
information, and fellowship on Vocations! Come learn how to build a culture of
vocation, whether you are discerning a religious vocation or not. Through the
grace of God, the future of the Church depends on us all. Bring as many people
from your parish as you can. Lunch is on us. When: Sun, Apr 21, from 11 am
to 3:30 pm.

More info & registration: catholicyyc.ca/vocations

Elizabeth House's Beach Carnival & Dodgeball Tournament

Elizabeth House invites you to a Beach Dodgeball Tournament at The Beach
YYC (3030, 2600 Portland St SE Calgary)! You can bring friends and family and

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://forms.gle/a71JZJxJfrSzRiP87
http://eepurl.com/hn4brH
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=9d3b52b8b19e096cc6b443e07&id=2c8da107a3
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=9d3b52b8b19e096cc6b443e07&id=2c8da107a3
javascript:;


come spend an afternoon in the sand, or grab a team of 5 or 10 and join the
dodgeball tournament on  Sat, April 27, from 2:30 pm to 5 pm. Friends vs.
friends, class vs. teachers, parents vs. kids, let's have some fun for a good
cause!   All proceeds will go towards purchasing a new van for the Elizabeth
House. 

If you notice any maintenance issue that requires attention like an uneven kneeler, or a

sink that drips, take a picture and send a description of the problem

to maintenance@holyspiritparish.net

Knights of Columbus - Fr. Joe Toole Council
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Membership is open to practicing Catholic

men aged 18 years or older. We serve our

community under our pillars of: Charity,

Unity & Fraternity. Inquire to: Grand
Knight Paul Gerritsen 403-607- 2075

Membership Director Rob Oswald
403- 650-3638.

Instructions to purchase grocery cards

here

Our mission statement proclaims that:

"The Catholic Women's League of
Canada calls its members to grow in
faith and to witness to the love of God
through ministries and service."
We welcome all Catholic women 18 years

and older to share their gifts and make a

difference.

For more information contact Brenda
Kellington (President)
 403-836-5256
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Eucharistic Adoration

Monday – Saturday 9:30 am – 4 pm 

Overnight Eucharistic
Adoration

First weekend of the month, from

Saturday 8:00 PM to Sunday 8:00 AM.

 
Please note that there will be no
overnight Eucharistic Adoration on
April 6/7  instead, we are having  40
Hours Devotion for Vocations
from Friday, April 5 at 7 am to Saturday,
April 6 at 11 pm.

Eucharistic adoration is spending time with Jesus who is truly present in the Blessed

Sacrament. During adoration we open ourselves to His graces, Jesus draws us to Himself

and gently transforms us.

Please consider spending time with Our Lord, we do need adorers, especially for week

days.  

You can sign up using the sheets provided in the  chapel or send  an email to Pauline

Jensen at  fjensen@shaw.ca

Rosary & Prayer Group
 

On Zoom: Totus Tuus continues praying

the Rosary daily at 10 am followed by The

Divine Mercy Chaplet. To receive a Zoom

invitation, contact Marta Toltesi

totustuus@shaw.ca

Rosary in the Church: We gather to pray

the Rosary in the Chapel, everyone is

welcome.

Monday to Saturday at 8:30 am
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Divine Mercy Chaplet and Rosary

every evening at 6:00 pm

Four Mysteries of the Rosary are prayed

every first Friday of the month at 4 pm in

the Chapel.

 

Monday Prayer Group: One hour of prayer every Monday evening in the Chapel

beginning at 7:15 pm. Our hour encompasses the Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet. All

are welcome. Contact Jeanne 403-281-3432.

Prayer requests: The Rosary Making Apostolate has an Intercessory Prayer Ministry with

over 150 'prayer partners' interceding for the requests received. The CWL also prays for

these intentions. To request prayers send an email to totustuus@shaw.ca.

Resources for Children
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Kid's Bulletin this Sunday
Colouring Page this Sunday
Sunday Connection this Sunday (Gr. 1-8) 
Children's Liturgy of the Word with Miss Heidi (Catholic TV)

News from the Diocese of Calgary 

 
Come & See | Mass & Healing Service
CCCRS invites you to the Holy Eucharist and Healing Service on Friday, April 12 at
6:30 pm to 9 pm - at Our Lady Queen of Peace, Calgary with speakers from the

Charismatic Renewal Services of Canada (CRSC): Brian Sullivan and team. All are

welcome! More info

 
Men's Retreat: Life Compass Workshop
Men: Here is an invitation for you to join the "Life Compass" Workshop Retreat at St.

Anthony's, Calgary. Ideal for men seeking a deeper sense of identity, purpose, or

those feeling lost about their next step. Experience fellowship, spiritual growth,

personal value clarification, and goal setting. Includes a full day of activities, follow-

up mastermind, prayer time, sacraments, materials, snacks, coffee, and a hot lunch.

Empower yourself to create a guiding LifeCompass. When: Sat, Apr 13 from 8 am
to 4 pm. Register at: buildmylifecompass.com/calgary  

 
ABLAZE - Youth Ministry
This is an invitation for all youth in Gr. 9 to 12 throughout the diocese to join ABLAZE

Youth Ministry Formation with Father Troy. When: Friday, Apr. 12 from 7 pm to 9
pm at St. Bonaventure Parish, Calgary. More info

 

A Day with the Sisters
For new Catholics: Join the Sisters of Divine Mercy in a welcome home retreat!

Partake in sacraments, time to reflect, and time to share. When: Sat, Apr. 27 from
10:30 am to 4 pm at the Divine Mercy Centre (15206 Twp. Rd. 262, Calgary). More

info at www.sistersofdivinemercy.org 

 
Young Adults: Hope on the Horizon Summer Mission in Downtown Vancouver
| Join the "Hope on the Horizon" Summer Mission from August 6-21, 2024 hosted

by the Archdiocese of Vancouver and Catholic Street Missionaries. This event, for
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young adults aged 19-30 in downtown Vancouver, offers an immersive experience

into street missionary work. Participants will engage in prayer, service, and outreach

to the homeless, alongside training and recreational activities. Food and

accommodation included. For details and registration,

visit: catholicstreetmissionaries.org/horizon. 

Our parish relies on your Sunday offerings for maintenance and growth. By
making your pre-authorized offertory gift, you are providing crucial support to
care for your parish during this difficult time. We are accepting debit/credit
cards and online donations. If you are interested in this way of helping, please
contact the Parish Office or click here to register.
To make a one-time donation click here
 
E-transfers now accepted
To transfer the money use the email address:
donations@holyspiritparish.net 
Please include name, address, and where you would like the funds to go in the
transfer message. This account is registered for Auto deposit, there is no need
for a security question. Please note this is being offered as an option for one-
time donation, it is not intended to take the place of regular weekly/ monthly
donations.
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Catholic Links
 

RC Diocese of Calgary
Vatican.va

CWL
Knights of Columbus

Click on the school logo to be redirected to the school website
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